








AUDITORS, AND SCHOOL COMMITTEE,
TOWN or GILMANTON.
FOR THE
YEAR ENDING MARCH i, 1874.
I DOVER:






By request of the tax-payers of Gilmanton, we here in-
sert, for the information of the town, the expenses of the
Selectmen and officers named, from March 1, 1873, to
March 1, 1874.
Alvah Foss, in full,
John K. Dudley, in full,
Zaccheus Peaslee, "
Zaccheus Peaslee, Town Treasurer, in full,
Charles E. Marsh, Town Clerk, "
Amelia Peaslee, for board of Selectmen, in full,
John K. Dudley, " " "




Zaccheus Peaslee in account with the town of Qilmanton
:
1873.
March 1 . To balance in the hands of collector
and cash due on settlement, $4,894 21
6. To cash hired of Mary I. Copp, 30 00
8. rec'd of John Lougee, over-paid, 2 42
To note against J. D. Nelson, E. S. Price,
and G. VV. Parsons, it being for money
May 16. To cash hired of Orville F. Forbes, 100 00
24. Dorothy Connor, 20 00
Asa T. Page, 75 00
Erskine Marsh, 10 33
June 2. Orville F. Forbes, 25 00
9. Clara P. Hutchinson, 6 00
14. Charles Varney, 100 00
16. Lydia A. Hussey, 150 00
19. Alexis Dudley, 1,000 00
24. Margaret O. Merrill, 300 00
Charles F. Merrill, 100 00
25. Charlotte G. Littlefield, 120 00
26. Samuel D. Nutter, 75 00
27. Mary A. Hill, 100 00
30. Cynthia Clay, 55 00
July 1. David G. Edgerly, 250 00
5. Owen J. Edgerly, 750 00
15. Andrew J. Phillips, 150 00
May 5. Amaretta M. Edgerly, 25 00
9. J. B. & H. S. Goodwin, 100 00
11. Lucia D. Blake, 10 00
12. Eugene L. Moore, 25 00
14. Clara I. Ross, 30 00
21. Hannah E. Lougee, 10 00
23. Charles Varney, 100 00
•26. Joseph S. Young, 1,000 00
29. Alfred Prescott, 150 00
Sept. 27. Dorothy Connor, 50 00
Thomas J. Gale, 100 00
Hannah S. Gale, 100 00
Charlotte G. Littlefield, 756 37
Nellie C. Folsom, 80 00
Mary J. Folsom, 25 00





Dec. 27. To cash hired of Fredericka H. Evans, 100 00
1874.
Jan. 3. Alfred S. Billiard,
Ella J. Billiard,
8. Frank H. Edgerly,
10. Charles Varney,
24. Mary S. Powell,
Feb. 7. Sarah A. Batchelder,
« William N. Swain,
rec'd of the town of Alton,
rec'd of the Gilmanton I. W.
Congregationalist church,
19. hired of Thomas B. Lane,
25. paid by J. Lougee, collector, '69, 77 46
" 1870, 26 00
hired of Alvah F. Willey, 80 70
Feb. 25. paid by J. W. Cogswell as in-
terest for the years 1871-72, 34 82
To amount of tax assessed in 1873, 12,995 84
To non-resident money tax, 139,41
Highway tax, 87 48
85 00
Paid order and int. drawn to Andrew J. Phillips, 72 30
in part, Josiah S. Goodwin, 45 35
and int. James S. Rundlett, 1,408 91
Josiah L. Kimball, 237 63
John B. Moore, 302 30
F. P. Burroughs, 400 91
Ira A. Eastman, 1,057 67
in part, Stephen G. Lougee, 60 00
and int. Almira P. Merrill, 409 42
in part, David B. Merrill, 300 00
Jeremiah P. Sanborn, 45 00
John F. Folsom, 30 00
and int. " 64 11
Alexis Dudley, 998 04
in part, David Gilman, 18 00
Trs. Gilmanton Acad'y, 5 00
and int. Lewis G. Lougee, 1,318 14
in part, Frank B. Coffin, 25 00
Benj. F. Hall, 22 00
Trs. H.G, Hall's estate, 100 00
Betsey O. Copp, 50 00
and int. Orville F. Forbes, 25 31
Henry W. Peaslee, 532 83
John W. Ham, 109 73
in part, Martha F. Nelson, 100 00
bal. of order, " 610 75
order and int. John W. Ham, 219 49
Nathaniel B. Jones, 37 50
in part, Henry S. Orange, 15 00
and int. Joseph E. Osgood, 130 12
Ellen P. Mudgett, 31 10
Chas. O. Stockbridge, 116 03
C. G. Littlefield, 192 53
Y and int. drawn to C. G. Littlefield,
Paid order and int. drawn to Mehitable Swett, 153 08
in part, E. Williams, 39 23
and int. Isaac S. French, 561 00
Nicholas Oilman, 113 82
^ Ansil G. Arnold, 35 17
Benj. F. Hall, 380 QQ
in part, Trs. H. G. Hall's estate, 75 00
and int. David B. Merrill, 260 08
503 51
Int. on Parsonage Fund, 25 06
Order and int. drawn to Martha F. Nelson, 343 04
250 82
Alfred Prescott, 153 94
Wm. N. Swain, 398 05
Trs.Cong. Soc.G. I.W. 212 67
Int. on order drawn to Salome Chesley, 12 00
Henry Chesley, 9 00
Order and int. Thomas B. Lane, 204 70
166 00
Andrew J. Phillips, 155 40
Alvah Foss, Trustee, 80 ,70
Geo. H. Dow, 56 41
J. M. Pickering, 10 56
,565 00
CURRENT EXPENSES.
Paid State tax, $2,418 00
County tax, 2,526 96
The several school districts in town, 1,540 65
E. A. Jenks for printing town report, 64 00
S. B. Drew for procuring money, 2 00
C. E. Marsh for stationery and stamps, 75
R. E. Avery for procuring money, 2 00
M. H. Peaslee for board of Selectmen, 1 50
Fire Ins. Co. for office rent, 12 00
10
Paid I. A. Eastman for attorney fees in Broadhead
suit, 75 54
Thomas Cogswell for damage to horse and per-
son of Dr. A. M. True,
K. E. Avery for procuring money,
G. H. Dow " "
J. W. Hoitt for watering- trough,
J. P. Clough for procuring money,
E. G. Clough
J. Ellsworth for watering-trough, 1872,
J. A. Maxfield "
J. Prescott <'
H. S. Orange for procuring money,
C. G. Littlefield
B. W. Sanborn cS; Co. for books and stationery, 11 15
Trs. of Academy for use of hall,
A. L. Durgin for damage to horse,
Mary Potter for procuring money,
S. G. Lougee "
. C. F. Gilman
H. B. Kimball
A. T. Pase
J. W. Wells for perambulating town line,
Peter Dudley for procuring money,
J. J. Young "
F. J. Smith "
D. S. Ayers '«
J. J. Young <'
S. W. Sarffent *'
225 00
11









C. A. Dockham for printing,
M. J. Pipef for procuring money,
efonathan Young " "
J. P. Clough " "
L. F. Edgerly " "
C. F. Giln^an for watering-trough,







Thomas Cogswell for pasturing Dr. True horse,
H. W. Peaslee for procuring money,
N. E. Smith for use of horse for Dr. True mare,
David Gilman for procuring money,
M. A. Hurd





































Paid Edwin Varney for supplies furnished C. F.
Hutchinson, 1 39
D. T. Ladd for coffin for C. F. Hutchinson, 6 00
R. R. Colcord for board of Edward Colcord, 16 00
Mrs. H. Buswell " Mrs. H. C. Smith, 48 00
Alvah Foss for board of Mary A. Gihiian and
child, 13 75
E. E. Maxfield for board of Bell Oilman, 20 00
A. M. and C. D. Batles for aid for C. F. Hutch-
inson and wife, 5 25
J. T, Griffin for aid for Levi Hutchinson, 50 00
Mrs. H. Buswell for board of Mrs. H. C. Smith, 28 00
Isaac C. Marsh for aid for Mrs. C. F. Hutch-
inson, 3 00
Dorothy Young for board of Gilman boy, 24 00
H. E. Marsh for wood for Mrs. E. Hutchinson, 9 00
Mrs. H. Buswell for board of Mrs. H. C. Smith, 17 50
Dorothy Young " Gilman boy, 30 00
Mrs. H. Buswell " Mrs. H. C. Smith, 21 00
' E. E. Colcord " Edward Colcord, 33 00
J. Brown for supplies furnished Mrs. L. Max-
field,
C. H. French for aid for C. F. Hutchinson,
F. Hutchinson for board of Mrs. Polly Hutch-
inson,
Mary E. Piper for aid for transient paupers,
E. E. Maxfield for board of Bell Gilman,
Dorothy Young " Gilman boy,
C. H. Lougee for house rent for C. F. Hutch-
inson,
D. T. Ladd for coffin for Mrs. H. C. Smith,
Edwin Varney for supplies furnished Mrs. P.
Hutchinson, 1 56
J. J. Hoadley for supplies furnished C. H. Pierce, 51 28
39 83
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Paid R. R. Colcord for board of Edward Colcord, 26 00
Dorothy Young " Gilman boy, 30 00
M. E. Piper for aid furnished transient paupers, 1 00
" " " " 2 00
F. Hutchinson for board of Mrs. P. Hutchinson, 66 00
A. P. Munsey for house rent for C. H. Pierce, 14 00
J. F. Young for medical aid, 25 00
Hannah Buswell for board and funeral expenses
of Mrs. H. C. Smith, 48 50
J. J. Hoadley for supplies furnished C. H. Pierce, 27 93
Geo. C. Allen, 15 58
" " C. A. Twombly, 9 17
" " Geo. Farington, 4 00
Nahum Wight for medical aid, 75 00
I. C. Marsh for aid furnished transient paupers, 1 00
Mary E. Piper " «' paupers, 1 00
Town of Belmont for aid furnished Moses Flan-
ders, 4 50
Alvah Foss for aid for Mary A. Gilman and cliild, 65 00
$1,159 09
COUNTY PAUPERS.
Paid J. Blake for medical aid to M. W. Flanders, $5 67
N. Wight " " R. Kingsley's child, 7 50
$13 17
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Paid J. R. Morrill for bridge plank and breaking roads, $2 72
I. C. Marsh for breaking roads, 4 00
C. H. Copp for labor, 10 00
C. G. Kelley for labor and damage to plow, 7 00
D. H. Elkins for labor in 1870, 6 18
Z. Peaslee for cash paid for labor, 4 50
C. Lamprey for labor, 7 50
J. L. Allen for bridge plank, 2 69
15
Paid A. Foss for labor,
C. E. Pulsifer for labor,
J. K. Dudley <*
J. T. Griffin for bridge plank,
Sylvester Goodwin "
J. W. Hoitt for labor
E. S. Nelson for bridge plank,
Frank Marsh for breaking roads in 1869,
J. W. Cogswell for labor,
J. S. Beck
S. F. Frencli
J. L. Page "
-S. A. Smith "
William Swain "
Samuel Potter for bridge plank ,l3f




J. K. Dudley for labor and lumber,
Nath'l Page " "
L. E. Page for bridge plank,
Charles Varney **
Estate of Geo. W. Edgerly for damage to plow
James Leighton for damage to plow,
Danforth Cook for bridge plank,
Andrew S. Gilman for labor,
J. Ellsworth "
E. S. Mudgett for bridge plank and labor,
Nahum Wight for labor,
Nathan B. Sanborn for damage to plow,




Paid T. B. Burns for horse lost,
T. L. Evans for dog lost,
Jesse S. Page for horse lost,
J. S. T. Rollins for dog lost,
S. L. Greeley,
James P. Ellsworth for dog lost,
Georo^e W. Hodjydon "
A. S. Gilman "
N. Pickerino- for biiildino-s lost,
E. S. Nelson for cow lost,
J. W. Cogswell, collector, 1872,
W. P. York for dog lost,
Sara'l Twombly "
J. W. Cogswell, collector,
J. A. Maxfield for over-tax, 1873,
J. S. Young " "
J. W. Cogswell for non-resident winter tax, '72,
J. W. Cogswell, collector, 1872,
1871,
" for J. T. Young's highway tax,
R. D. Tebbetts for dog lost,
J. L. Page "
Estate of Josiah Parsons for 1872,
J. W. Cogswell for J. S. T. Rollins' non
resident highway tax,
J. AV. ]\Ierrill for error in tax,
Deborah Gilman "
M. H. Peaslee, abatement of dog tax,
$1 08
17
DAMAGE TO SHEEP BY DOGS.









We find the town indebted, March 1, 1874, for outstand-
ing orders as follows :
Order in favor of
—
Salome Chesley, • SOO 00
Henry Chesley, 150 00
C. H. Marsh, 20 00
Mary Piper, 40 00
Bearer, 35 85
Samuel Ayers, 2 orders, 300 00
E. S. Nelson, 75 00
Moses Rand,
^ 275 00
Ai Page, ' 774 20
Frank B. Coffin, 100 00
Samuel Ayers, 300 00
Edmond Williams, 125 00
Caroline Gale, 40 00
Edwin C. Tebbetts, 2 orders, 405 00
L. T. Edgerly, 227 29
Ai Page, 1,097 99
J. S. Goodwin, 2 orders, ^02 60
Adaline H. Tilton, . 500 00
N. B. Sanborn, « ' 55 25
Jeremiah Blake, 4 65
Thomas Sargent, . 100 00
C. E. Pulsifer, 21 75
C. F. Gilman, 25 00
G. E. Gilman, '25 00
37 50
C. F. Gilman, 62 50
Thomas Adams, 144 63
Sarah Page, 30 00
A. M. Lamprey, 30 00




G. E. Gilraan, :90 00
Ira Gilman, 16 18
M. J. Tebbetts, .50 00




D. E. Edgerly, 53 67
N. J. Moore, 2 orders-, - 102 00
Jonathan Young, -348 50
D. S. Ayers, 2 orders, S04 00
Polly Hatch, • -348 52
Nicholas Hodgdon, 545 77
B. O. Copp, 140 00
Sally Lougee, 36 00




Amelia Peaslee, 50 00
Ezekiel Hill, 60 00
A. P. Munsey, 150 00
A. E. Ayers, 128 00
S. S. Fifield, 2 orders,
.
303 00
M. A. Beck, 178 50
M. J. Tebbetts, 50 00
F. J. Smith, 100 00
WiUie Marsh, 2 orders, 51 00
H. S. Page, 109 92
Peter Dudley, 1,294 11
Julia A. Edgerly, 248 55
M. I. Copp, 131 05
Sarah B. Drew, 100 00
E. T. Kurd, 50 00
Martha.Nelson, 77 00
C. W. Clay, -263 33
C. W. Gilman, 53
22
«
L. T. FrencTi, '^^ 71
K. E. Avery, 100 00
G. H. Dow, 2: orders., 51 00
Horace Dvew, 60 00
J. J. Ton:ng, 200 00
I.,D-. Clough, ' 150 00
Mary M. Morrill;. . • 200 00
M. A. Htsrd, 272 65
S. C. Edwards, 700 00
S. M. Haines, 200 00
B. G.. Smith, . 230 00
E. A. Glidden, 600 00
Amelia Peaslee,, 55 20
J. J. Young,, 250 00
T. W.HiU; 700 00
A. R. Page, 100 00
Joseph Avery,. 101 00
D. L. McIXifFee,, 500 00
D'. S. Ayers, 225 00
E.P.Nelson,. 1L4 45
S. G. Lougee, 1,000 00




JohnT. Gilman, 136 93
Nathaniel Stephens p • 1,330 12
M. E. Heatk, 300 00




Jona. Young, 100 00
True Hill, 50 00
H. D. Eilgerly,. , 45 00
Z. Pea&lee, 100 00
H. W. Peaelee,, 200 00
23
G. E. Oilman, 2 orders, 102 00
C. F. Gilman, " 102 00




G. H. Dow, 25 00'
H. Tebbetts, 2 orders, ^50 00
H. D. Edgerly, 105 00
A. E. Avery, 354 39
F. J. Smith, 250 00
M. A. Dow, 61 32
CD. Weare, 200 00
M. F. Clark, 900 00
H. S. Pao-e, 200 00
E. P. Nelson, 2 orders, 234 60
A. K. Gilman, 300 00
F. N. Merrill, 100 00
M. S. York, 2 orders, 51 00
M. J. Tebbetts, 100 00
D. E. Edgerly, 50 00
S. C. Edwards, 450 00
S. B. F. Mudgett, 100 00
Orville Forbes, 75 00
M. A. Lougee, 50 00
E. G. Clough, . 308 00
M. J. Tebbetts, 100 00
C. Flanders, 43 00
Jona. Young, 225 00
S. W. Sargent, 2 orders, , 51 00
D. E. Edgerly, " 40 80
A. T. Page, 100 00
I. P. Coffin, 100 00
J. P. Clough, 102 00
Ira Gilman, 8 00
24
A. R. Page, 150 00
H. S. Gale, 2 orders, 102 00
A. T. Page, 100 00
M. I. Copp, . 30 00
R. E. Avery, 250 00
H. B. Davis, 147 (36
Mary Potter, 300 00
Mary Pickering, 2 oi-dere^ 40 80
C. G. Littlefiekl, 200 00
N. Gilman, ' 200 00
A. B. Parsons, 5 00
Cora B. Gale, 50 00
C. F. Gilaian, 2 orders, 204 00
M. J. Piper, 300 00
A. M. Etlgerly, 25 00
O. F. Forbes, ' 100 00
D. Connor, 20 00
A. T. Page, 75 00
C. W. Marsh, 146 71
E. Marsh, 50 00
C. P. Hutchinson^ 6 00
C. Varney, 100 00
L. A. Hussey, 150 00




S. D. Nutter, 2 orders^ ' . 76 50
M. A. Hill, 100 00
M. 0. :Merrill, 300 00
C. F. Merrill, 100 00
C. Clay, 55 00
D. G. Edgerly, 2 orders, 255 00
O. J. Edgerly, '' 765 00
A. M. Edgerly, 25 00
25
J. B. & H. S. Goodwin, 100 00
L. D. Blake, 10 00
E. L. Moore, 25 00
Clara I. Kbss, 30 00
H. E. Lougee, 10 00
J. S. Young, 2 orders, 1,020 00
D. Connor, 50 00
T. J. Gale, 2 orders, 102 00
H. S. Gale, '^ 102 00
C. O. Stockbridge, 80 00
C. G. Littlefield, 756 36
N. C. Folsom, 80 00
M. J. Folsom, 25 00
J. K. Dudley, 155 00
J. T. Cotton, 2 orders, 51 00
C. H. Tebbetts, 50 00
M. Emerson, 80 00
W. A. Connor, 3 00
S. B. F. Mudgett, 2 orders, 112 00
J. R. Mudgett, " 102 00
Z. Peaslee, 400 00
H. Tebbetts, 5 00
C. D. Weare, 4 00
M. Ann Gilman, 2 orders, . 57 12
I. D. Gilman, " 56 10
C. F. Gilman, " 33 66
A. T. Page, Guardian, 175 00
W. B. Marsh, 70 00





Jona. Young, 8 80
C. F. Merrill, 100 00
26
M. O. Merrill, 100 00
A. K. Page, . 4 00
M. A. Gilman, 387 86
S. W. Sargent, 2 orders, 612 00
A. T. Page, Guardian, 120 00
A. M. Page, 60 00
A. M. Edgerly, 145 00
H. Tebbetts, 400 CO
J. R. Mudgett, 2 orders, 51 00
0. J. Edgerly, " 1,224 00
F. E. Edgerly, 50 00
A. T. Page, 5 50
H. D. Edgerly, 3 00
J. S. Page, Guardian, 49 00
J. P. Hill, 800 00
M. Swett, 137 77
Z. H. Ketchin, 6 00
E. Hill, 4 80
N. Gilman, 2 orders, 83 64
F. H. Evans, 100 00
A. S. Billiard, 85 00
E. J. Hilliard, 2 orders, 204 00
F. H. Edgerly, 50 00






A. Marsh, 8 50
M. S. Powell, 366 18
S. -J. Gale, 12 00
S. A. Batchelder, 50 00
W. N. Swain, 350 00
1. W. Congregationalist church, 200 00
T, B. Lane, 325 00





Custom, if nothing higher, demands a rejiort from yom* Superin-
tending School Committee, which is herewith submitted.
There have been thirty-one schools in town during the past year,
under the management and instruction of twentj'-two teachers, four
males, and eighteen females. Sixteen schools were keptm the sum-
mer and fifteen in the winter.
Whole number of scliolars attending school during the year,
394. Average attendance, 259. This shows a very great numerical
discrepancy in the number of scholars as reported for the last three
years, viz. : 563, 603 and 034,—as compared with the present num-
ber—a discrepancy quite unaccountable if all the reports are correct.
Whole length of summer schools, 160 weeks. The length of win-
ter schools, 98 weeks.
The following is a concise exhibit of the schools individually:
DISTRICT NO. 1.
Prudential Committee, J. W. Rollins. Summer term, six weeks
;
Miss Helena Sargent, teacher, who possesses the elements of a first-
class teacher. Her order was good and the school made splendid
proficiency. Engage her again.
Winter term of 7 1-2 weeks was kept by Benjamin W. Chapman,
Ex-Superintending School Committee, of this town, which fact was,
doubtless, considered a suiBcient guaranty for a good and highly suc-
cessful school. This school demands a teacher of decision, firmness,
pluck, and many other good quahties. In some respects this school
was perfect, and in others, highly successful.
DISTRICT NO. 2.
Prudential Committee, Geo. Edgerly. The first term, 7 weeks.
29
taught by Miss Abbie J. Hurcl. Whole number of scholars, 24 ; av-
erage, 20. Miss Hurd is a good and competent teacher, and her
school made good and commendable advancement, showing her com-
pensation to be a good investment.
Second term of six weeks was taught by Miss Helena A. Sargent,
who kept an excellent school. Number of scholars, 26 ; average, 23.
DISTRICT NO. 3.
Prudential Committee, Daniel Elkins. The Summer term of ten
weeks was taught by Miss Clara J. Ross. Number of scholars, 13
;
average, 10. Miss Ross was quite successful in the management of
her school as to order and improvement.
The Winter term of five weeks was taught by Mr. C. D. Weare.
Number of scholars, 15; average, 13. Mr. Weare is an experienced
teacher and well qualified,having a happy faculty of imparting clear-
ly his knowledge to others. In this school were several excellent
readers, and the classes in arithmetic and grammar Avere very
prompt in their recitations, having made excellent advancement.
DISTRICT NO. 4.
Prudential Committee, J. P. Hill. There were two terms in this
district taught by 'Miss Bell Elkins. The first term of eight
weeks; number of scholars, 13; average, 12. The second term of
seven weeks ; number of scholars, 15 ; average, 14. IMiss Elkins met
the duties of the school-room with cheerfulness and a good resolu-
tion to acquit herself with honor. The general appearance of her
school was good and the advancement highly satisfactory. As a
teacher. Miss Elkins is worthy of patronage.
DISTRICT NO. 5.
Prudential Committee, J. S. Paige. The first term of eight weeks
was taught by Miss Emma H. Paige. Whole number of scholars, 22 ;
average, 15. Perhaps Miss Paige did as well as almost any teacher
would considering the irregularity in attendance, for, in several re-
spects, the school was truly a good one. The Winter term of seven
and three-fifths weeks was taught by Mr. John P. Clough. Whole
number of scholars, 23 ; average, 20. Mr. Clough is a long-experi-
enced teacher and well qualified as to literary attainments to meet all
the duties of the school-room; and it was but reasonable to conclude
that a school of the first order would be the result.
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DISTRICT NO. 6.
Prudential Committee, Lewis Jenkins. Miss Clara Page taught
this school of one term, thirteen weeks. Whole number of scholars,
9; average, 7. Though the scholars were few and the house quite
antiquated and savoring not a little of dilapidation, still this was a
good school; all things considered, perhaps second to none in town.
DISTRICT NO. 7.
Prudential Committee, Asa Paige, The Summer term of five
weeks was taught by Miss Flora E. Marden. Whole number of
scholars, 12; average, 11. This was a very profitable school, and
that for two very good reasons : the parents took an interest, and
the teacher was industrious and competent. Miss Marden knows
her duty and performs it in its true spirit.
The Winter term of seven weeks Avas taught by Miss Clara E.
Paige. Whole number of scholars, 16 ; average, 15. In this school.
Miss Paige well sustained her reputation as- a good teacher. At the
close of the school, many of the parents were present, which added
much to the interest.
DISTRICT NO. 8.
Prudential Committee, Daniel Dow. First terra of six weeks was
taught by Miss Mary L. Morrill. Wliole number of scholars, 11;
average, 10. Miss Morriirs literary attainments are excellent and she
possesses the requisite qualifications for imparting insti'uction easily
to others. This school made commendable advancement. A school
of a higher grade would be better adapted to Miss INIorriirs taste.
Tlie Winter term of five weeks was taught by Miss O. Ehiora San-
born. Whole number of scholar's, 15 ; average, 14. This school has
the reputation of Ijeing a good school, the parents all showing a
praiseworthy interest in the cause of education ; and their general
attendance at the closing exhibition adds much to the intei'est. Miss
Sanborn's school was short and its advancement was in due pi'opor-
tion therewith.
DISTRICT NO. 9.
Pradential Committee, John Sawyer, Henry E. Marsh, John W.
Paige. The Summer term of eleven weeks was taught by Miss Celia
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H. Marsh. Whole number of scholars, 31 ; average, 18. Miss Marsh
is an experienced teacher, and sustains an enviable rei^utation as
such. In this school, her order was good, govei'nment mild, and the
advancement excellent, considering how little active interest is taken
by the parents ofthe district.
The Winter term of thirteen Aveeks was taught by Miss Sara A.
Batchelder of Loudon. AVhole number of scholars, 12; average,
9. It ought to be viewed as an act of semi-barbarism, and an indict-
able offense, to put human beings into such a house for instruction as
this district furnishes, considering their knowledge and ample means
for something better. I know not the human being who could have
done better than Miss Batchelder under the circumstances. To her
be all the jiraise, and may her reward be great in the kingdom of
heaven.
DISTRICT NO. 10.
Prudential Committee, Samuel E. Evelett. In this district one
term of ten weeks and a half was taught by Miss Flora E.
Marden, Whole number of scholars, 6; average, 6. This was a
very su -cessful school as might well be expected under the care and
management of so able a teacher as Miss Marden. Order good,gov-
ernment mild yet effective.
DISTRKTNO.il.
Prudential Committee, M. A. Dennett. In this district one term of
11 weeks was taught by Miss Clara A. Proctor. Whole number of
scholars, 10; average, 8. Taking into account, the house,the jjarents,
the scholars, the teacher, all combined to make this an excellent
school. Miss Proctor is a thorough teacher, a successful disciplina-
rian, commanding the respect of all. Money well invested.
DISTRICT NO. 12,
Prudential Committee, Caleb Moulton. There were two terms in
this district, taught by Miss Anna M. Paige. First term of twelve
weeks. Whole number of scholars, 8; average, 6. Second term, elev-
en weeks. Whole number of scholars, 16; average, 11. Miss
Paige is one of our best teachers ; being competent, willing, and
faithful ; order good, government mild but positive, and the im-
provement all that could be expected. No school in town sur])asses
this in promptness and all that pertains thereto. Ten scholars,though
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widely scattered, were not tardy nor absent during the term. Sev-
eral of the best readers in town are in this school.
DISTRICT No. 13.
Prudential Committee, Warren French. Both terms of this school
were taught by Miss Estelle Lyford. The first term of six weeks was
attended by 16 scholars; average, 13. The second term was attended
by 25 scholars ; average, 22. The reputation of this school stands
high, the inhabitants taking a general interest in the cause of edu'^a-
tion. Miss Lyford is a faithful and industrious teacher, doing all in
her power to advance lier pupils. Not being ajiprised of the close of
this school, your committee did not attend.
DISTRICT NO, 14.
Prudential Committee, Harry M. Conner. This school consisted
of two terms, taught by Miss Ida B. Sanborn of Loudon, The first
term of eight weeks had 11 scholars ; average, 10. The second term
had 13 scholars; average, 12. This was a good school and highly
satisfactory to your committee. In no district in town is there a
greater interest shown in the cause of education than in this. The
school made rapid progress in almost all the studies pursued.
• DISTRICT NO. 15.
Prudential Committee, Charles Brown. This scliool of one term
of twelve weeks was taught by Miss Bessie W. Fellows of Chiches-
ter, Number of scholars, 7 ; avei-age, 6 7-12. Miss Fellows "is
young as a teacher, and will by experience become, doubtless, an
able and efficient teacher. Her school was orderly and a fair im-
provement was quite apparent.
DISTRICT NO. 16.
Prudential Committee, M. S. Gale. There were two terms in this
district, taught by Miss Lourenia A. Gale of her own district. The
first term ofnine weeks was attended by 12 scholars; average, 11.
The second term of 7 1-2 weeks was attended by 13 scholars ; average,
11 . This was among the very best schools in town. Miss Gale's quali-
fications and natural tact for teaching as well as governing, renders
her position high as a teacher. She knows well her whole duty, and
" knowing, dare perform." The order of this school and tlie ad-
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vancement were all that could be reasonably asked. The services of
such a teacher should be secured as soon as possible.
DISTRICT NO. 17.
Prudential Committee, Amos P. Mimsey. In this district one term
of eleven weeks was taught by Miss O. Elnora Sanborn. Whole
number of scholars, 10 ; average, 7 1-2. This school, when visited by
your committee, both at the beginning and the close, appeared well.
The order was good, the recitations were fair. Miss Sanborn is ap-
parently a willing, industrious and faithful teacher,, and with more
experience may stand very high as such. The advancement of the
school was a fair average.
DISTRICT NO. 18.
Prudential Committee,Charles E. Marsh. The Summer term of this
school, nine weeks,was taught by Miss Amaretta M.Edgerly. Whole
number of scholars, 46 ; average, 3i. Miss Edgerly is a well-expe-
rienced and a very successful teacher, possessing rare qualities as
such ; consequently, teaching, with her, is an easy and very effective
work. Tliis is by far the largest and most diflficult school in town,
yet Miss Edgerly secured good order and the improvement of the
school was excellent.
The Winter term of nine weeks was under the tuition of Mr. Wal-
ter C. Gay of Concovd. Whole number of scholars, 57 ; average, 49.
Mr. Gay is a young man of good abilities and acquirements, of in-
dustrious habits, and would, under tolerable circumstances, acquit
himself with much honor ; but owing to things beyond his control,
the school fell short of the success which many ardently desired. To
insure a school of the first order, good parents, loyal cliildren, a
competent teacher, and a good house are indispensable. »
GENERAL REMARKS.
While we have many excellences in this town, meriting the highest
commendation and praise, still there are many defects and deficiencies
connected with our schools, which concern us much more to correct
and remove than to content ourselves with merely lauding and
praising what is good.
The first evil to which I call your attention is seen in the statistical
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nccount already given. I mean the loss per cr-.nt. in non-attendance,
Avliieh is thirty-four per cent. This is just as it should not be, and it
should go to convince every parent and guardian of the necessity of
an immediate and thorough reform in this respect. The magnitude
of the evil arising from irregularity in attendance can not be meas-
ured by the number of days the pupil is al^sent or tardy ; for these
absences break the whole chain of all his studies, and have a tendency
to perplex, distract and discourage him and to deaden the al-
ready too feeble desires for attending school at all. Parents should
exercise tlieir authority, or, in other words, do their duty, and cause
all under their care to regularly attend the puljlic school, unless
Providence shall prevent, or they are otherwise suitably supplied
with instniction.
Teachers.—In making your election of teachers, great discrimina-
tion and judgment are required, hence the imiiortance of appoint-
ing for Prudential Committee men of wisdom, and those that
take a direct interest in the schools.
Never engage a teacher because he is your relative, or particular
friend, but engage him because you know him to be a competent
teacher,—one who will, with fidelity, discharge the imjiortant duties
devolving upon him ;—for we should remember a failure on the 2:>art
of a teacher is a great, and incalculable evil.
Some are accustomed to measure these evils l)y the dollars and
cents paid to a poor teacher—but your committee consider the idle
and vicious habits, the insubordinntion and misrule that legitimate-
ly grow out of such schools, together with the great and irreparable
loss oiprecious time, the sum of these evils.
The evil habits contracted under the mal- instruction of one bad
teacher may require the wisdom and zeal of two good ones to re-
move ; and the time is gone forever !—subtracted, as it Were, from
the sum ot human existence and thrown away!! ay, worse than
tlirown away, for, while they are robbed of these golden sands of
their existence, they are at the same time loaded with heavy chains
that retard their upward course !! ! Do' lars and cents may be col-
lected again—but time can never be recalled.
Your Committee would suggest another important duty, devolving
mainly upon parents, but which is cruelly neglected in this as well
as in most otlier towns in the State ; [ mean the duty of assigning to
each of your children their proper studies. The teacher has no pow-
er to say to a pupil, you sliall pursue this or that study, neither has
your Committee the power. It is true, that both the teacher and
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Committee can and do advise concerniug what branches ai'c proper
to be pnrsiied, but after all, it is for the parent to say that they
shall be pm-sued. I have been grieved to see many young men and
some young ladies, even in this town, who, at the age of 18 years,
were altogether ignorant of two of the most important branches of
common school education. I mean Geography and English Grammar.
I have i^lead and plead, in vain, for scholars to take hold of these and
other important studies !—and why in vain ?—just because parents
would not do their duty. Had parents furnished suitable books, and
put them into the hands of their children, and directed them to study
them, it would be hard to find here and there one who would not be
well versed in the three fundamental branches of education, viz.
:
Geography, Grammar and Arithmetic.
But instead of this, many parents do not ^??ow, wo>' (?o they care
what their children study, or whether they study at all.
It would also add much to the interest of every school in town to
make each closing exhibition of a more public character. For the
teacher and scholars to know that there will be a general gathering of
the district at the close of the school, can not ojierate otherwise than
as a powerful and proper motive to actuate each to a more full and
perfect discharge of duty. School-teachers and scholars are much
like other folks, who do far better when they know that
their work is to undergo a tliorough and critical inspection,
than when no account is to Ije rendered. Hence, I would
say, let each school-house be thronged at the close of each
school. The interest each district exhibits at the close of its re-
spective schools, is a true index to the general interest felt by eacliin
the cause of education.
School-Houses.—While many of these reflect much credit and are
worthy of great praise, others are only a monumental reproach.
Some two or three are barely passable, but those in di^ricts No. 9,
15 and 18 should not be tolerated for a single day. No. 9 and 18 are
the two wealthiest districts in town and yet their school-houses show
a parsimony and cupidity without a parallel, or an utter lack 'of
interest in the cause of common-school education. These defects
shoitld be jiromptly remedied, and we hope they will be.
JOHN M. DURGIN,
Superintending School Committee.



